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Amendments to the Claims: 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 



Listing of Claims: 



Claim 1 (Currently amended): A dynamic hip stabilizer for 

* 

preventing hip dislocation of a wearer, the stabilizer comprising: 

a pelvic girdle defining an upper opening for the wearer's waist and a 

lower opening for the wearer's hips; 

at least one thigh cuff defining lower and upper openings for the 

wearer's thigh; 

elastic cables attached to the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff and 
extending therebetween in a longitudinal direction of the dynamic hip stabilizer 
to generate tensile forces therebetween; and 

channeling means associated with the pelvic girdle for guiding and 
controlling movement of the elastic cables in the longitudinal direction of the 

* 

stabilizer and for inhibiting movement of the elastic cables in directions 
transverse to the longitudinal direction of the stabilizer; 
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wherein the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff each have a 
frustroconical-shape. and the upper opening of the pelvic girdle is narrower 
than the lower opening of the pelvic girdle and the lower opening of the thigh 
cuff is narrower than the upper opening of the thigh cuff such that the pelvic 
girdle and the thigh cuff are inhibited from moving toward each other under the 
tensile forces generated by the elastic cables. 

wherein the th i gh cuff i3 conf i gured to be worn around the wearer's 
thigh so that wh e n worn sol el y around the w e ar e r's th i gh the th i gh cuff is 
i nh i bited from mov i ng tow a rd th e pe l vic gird le und e r th e t e ns i l e forc e s 
generated by the elast i c cabl e s on th e t high cuff. 

Claim 2 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 1 , 
wherein each of the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff comprises an outer layer of 
a fabric material overlying an inner layer of a soft lining material. 

Claim 3 (Previously presented): A dynamic hip stabilizer for 
preventing hip dislocation of a wearer, the stabilizer comprising: 

a pelvic girdle defining an upper opening for the wearer's waist; 

at least one thigh cuff defining a lower opening for the wearer's thigh; 
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elastic cables attached to the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff and 
extending therebetween in a longitudinal direction of the dynamic hip 
stabilizer; and 

channeling means associated with the pelvic girdle for guiding and 
controlling movement of the elastic cables in the longitudinal direction of the 
stabilizer and for inhibiting movement of the elastic cables in directions 

transverse to the longitudinal direction of the stabilizer; 

wherein each of the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff comprises an 
outer layer of a fabric material overlying an inner layer of a soft lining material, 
and the dynamic hip stabilizer further comprises at least one extension 
comprising the soft lining material and free of the fabric material, the extension 
interconnecting the inner layer of the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff at an outer 
lateral region of the wearer. 

Claim 4 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 1 , 
wherein the channeling means comprises loops attached to the pelvic girdle 
and extending in the longitudinal direction of the dynamic hip stabilizer. 

Claim 5 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 4, 
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wherein the loops are aligned in multiple rows in the longitudinal direction of 
the dynamic hip stabilizer. 

Claim 6 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 1 , 
wherein at least one of the elastic cables passes from a posterior portion of 
the pelvic girdle to an anterior portion of the thigh cuff, the tensile forces 
generated by the at least one elastic cable controlling excessive internal or 
external rotation. 

Claim 7 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 1 , 
wherein the elastic cables are not all of the same length. 

Claim 8 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 1, 
further comprising means for attaching the elastic cables to the pelvic girdle 
and the thigh cuff, the attaching means providing multiple attachment points 
for each of the elastic cables on each of the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff so 
as to enable selective decreasing and increasing of the tensile force 
generated by each of the elastic cables. 
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Claim 9 (Canceled) 

Claim 10 (Previously presented): The dynamic hip stabilizer 

> 

according to claim 1 , wherein the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff are each 
equipped with hook-and-loop closures so as to permit adjustment of the sizes 
of the upper and lower openings thereof. 

Claim 1 1 (Original): A dynamic hip stabilizer worn by a wearer to 
prevent hip dislocation of the wearer, the stabilizer comprising: 

a pelvic girdle formed of an outer layer of a fabric material overlying 
an inner layer of a soft lining material, the pelvic girdle being narrower at an 
uppermost extent thereof to define an upper opening for the wearer's waist 
and being wider at a lowermost extent thereof to define a lower opening for 
the wearer's hips, the inner layer comprising lateral portions extending beyond 
the outer layer at lateral regions of the pelvic girdle; 

at least one thigh cuff formed of an outer layer of fabric material 
overlying an inner layer of a soft lining material, the thigh cuff being wider at 
an uppermost extent thereof to define an upper opening for a thigh of the 
wearer and being narrower at a lowermost extent thereof to define a lower 
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opening for the wearer's thigh; 

elastic cables attached to the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff and 
extending therebetween in a longitudinal direction of the dynamic hip 
stabilizer, the elastic cables generating sufficient tensile forces to hold the 
wearer's thigh with enough tension to control excessive adduction, flexion and 
extension, provide hip stability by controlling and modifying hip motions 
through increasing tension as extremes of a hip motion are approached, and 
provide hip stability by maintaining elevated abductor tension; and 

channeling means associated with the pelvic girdle for guiding and 
controlling movement of the elastic cables in the longitudinal direction of the 
stabilizer and for inhibiting movement of the elastic cables in directions 
transverse to the longitudinal direction of the stabilizer during movement of the 
wearer's hips and the wearer's thighs relative to the wearer's hips. 

Claim 1 2 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 
1 1 , wherein the channeling means comprises loops attached to the pelvic 
girdle and extending in the longitudinal direction of the dynamic hip stabilizer 
toward the lower opening of the pelvic girdle. 

-7- 

PAGE 8/11 * RCVD AT 2/7/2008 12:48:14 PM [Eastern Standard Time] • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/13 * DN IS: 2738300 ■ CStD:219 464 1166 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-38 



Feb 07 2008 1 1 : 49flM (219) 464-1166 p. 9 

Application No. 10/604,993 

Technology Center 3764 

Reply dated February 7, 2008 

In response to Office Action dated November 9, 2007 

Claim 13 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 
12, wherein the loops are aligned in multiple longitudinal rows in the 
longitudinal direction of the dynamic hip stabilizer. 

Claim 14 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 

* 

1 1 , wherein at least one of the elastic cables passes from a posterior portion 
of the pelvic girdle to an anterior portion of the thigh cuff, the tensile forces 
generated by the at least one elastic cable controlling excessive internal or 
external rotation. 

Claim 15 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 
1 1 , wherein one of the lateral portions of the inner layer of the pelvic girdle is 
releasably attached to the thigh cuff. 

Claim 16 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 
1 1 , wherein the stabilizer comprises two of the thigh cuffs, a first of the lateral 
portions of the inner layer of the pelvic girdle is releasably attached to a first of 
the two thigh cuffs, and a second of the lateral portions of the inner layer of the 
pelvic girdle is releasably attached to a second of the two thigh cuffs. 
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Claim 17 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 
1 1 , wherein each of the inner layers of the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff has 
high skin friction equivalent. 

Claim 18 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 
1 1 , wherein the elastic cables are not all of the same length. 

Claim 19 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 
1 1 , further comprising means for attaching the elastic cables to the pelvic 
girdle and the thigh cuff, the attaching means providing multiple attachment 
points for each of the elastic cables on each of the pelvic girdle and the thigh 
cuff so as to enable selective decreasing and increasing of the tensile force 
generated by each of the elastic cables. 

Claim 20 (Original): The dynamic hip stabilizer according to claim 
1 1 , wherein the pelvic girdle and the thigh cuff are each equipped with hook- 
and-loop closures so as to permit adjustment of the sizes of the upper and 
lower openings thereof. 
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